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A. Background and Context 

The COVID-19 pandemic has morphed from a public health disaster into a crisis that 

affects the entirety of our social and economic systems. While the adverse impacts of 

this crisis have permeated into every aspect of human endeavour and experience, there 

is still a greater focus on the health and mortality related with the pandemic. This in 

turn leads to a blind spot in formulating effective response strategies against the 

pandemic. We need to consider the larger impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic beyond 

the spheres of public health and economic slowdown.  

This virtual roundtable titled ‘Missing Insights on COVID-19: The Intersectionality of 

Risk and Resilience’ was meant to initiate a discussion on the lesser explored impacts 

of the pandemic. In doing so, the intersectionality of the pandemic’s risks on various 

sectors such as gender, food security, vaccine policy, global supply chains, etc. were 

explored. 

 

B. Key Proceedings and Discussions 

Session 1 

Introduction and Welcome 

Mr. Mihir Bhatt from the All India 

Disaster Mitigation Institute (AIDMI) 

started the proceedings of the roundtable 

discussion by welcoming all the participants 

and introducing the theme of the roundtable. 

He told the participants that there is a need 

to articulate the lesser known impacts or 

insights of the pandemic’s consequences. 

Consequences which don’t generally find 

utterance in policy dialogues or even in 

humanitarian programming.  

Cataloguing these missing insights is a mammoth exercise which requires imagination 

and the ability to transcend silo-based thinking. Capturing these missing insights on 

the pandemic is key to providing lasting solutions to the myriad crises fueled by it. 

And most insights are to be found at the intersection of health, employment, cities, 

gender, and wellbeing concerns. 
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Session 2 

Keynote Address - Intersectionality and Gender in COVID-19 Pandemic 

Dr. Mahbuba Nasreen, Pro-Vice-

Chancellor, Bangladesh Open University 

gave the keynote address for this roundtable. 

She spoke about how the COVID-19 

pandemic has necessitated a new kind of 

preparedness that factors in the 

intersectional perspective on risk and 

resilience. In doing so, there is a special 

need to focus on the needs of transgenders, 

poor women, people with disabilities as they live on the margins of society’s 

consciousness. Therefore, it is essential to manage the risks of the pandemic by 

improving social safety nets that can protect the most vulnerable communities. 

Dr. Mahbuba Nasreen then went on to outline the importance of intersectionality of 

gender in pandemic response and preparedness. She highlighted how after any disaster 

or extreme event, women bear a disproportionately larger impact of the adverse 

impacts of that disaster. The same story is being played out after the COVID-19 

pandemic. She listed multiple challenges for women in the wake of the pandemic 

which include an increased burden of unpaid work, greater instances of child 

marriage, high rate of unemployment, lack of access to reproductive health care and 

services, as well as severe restrictions of women’s physical mobility.  

Dr. Mahbuba Nasreen then spelt out some of the normative solutions to redressing the 

condition of women in the pandemic. First of all, Policy response mechanisms should 

have gender-intersectional analytical data plans for Covid-19. Second, there is a 

greater need for global women leaders to come together and work on gender based 

outcomes of the pandemic. Third, a thrust to Health-Disaster interfacing is required 

for building resilience. Four, most importantly, coordinated efforts of vital ministries 

to develop gender-friendly inclusive policy and programmes in addressing the 

pandemic.  
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Session 3 

Policy Challenges Associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic Governance 

Professor Dilanthi Amaratunga, Global Disaster Resilience Centre, School of 

Applied Sciences, University of Huddersfield, UK addressed the next session on the 

Policy Challenges Associated with the COVID-19 Pandemic Governance. She 

highlighted how the COVID-19 pandemic has caused unprecedented cascading effects 

in several sectors including social, economic, cultural, political and particularly health 

sector. These cascading impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic show that the need of a 

broader and a more comprehensive approach to risk management and impact 

identification is urgent. 

However, the current policies that are designed to address conventional risks are 

unable to capture and deal with the complexity and interconnectedness of systemic 

risks. An inclusive approach which strengthens the collaboration among diverse 

stakeholders including the state, private sector, academic institutions, the civil society 

and even international organizations, seems to be required to mitigate systematic risk 

spreading over each sector in the pandemic context. Hence, a policy mechanism that 

facilitates ‘systemic risk governance’ is much called for. Systemic risk governance 

requires a network or systems approach to gain a more comprehensive understanding 

of the system and its interconnections. 

She then went on to highlight the following policy challenges associated with the risk 

of COVID-19 pandemic: 

• The systemic nature of the COVID-19 pandemic 

• The dilemma of ensuring the safety of people and securing their human rights 

• The need of localising prevention, preparedness, response and recovery 

mechanisms  

• The need to change in preparedness and response mechanisms for other 

hazards that occur concurrently with a pandemic 

• Need to take into consideration that the effects of a pandemic like COVID-19 

are disproportionately experienced by different social groups 

• Systematic risk governance demands the use of “appropriate monitoring 

measures to detect failures immediately. 
 

Session 4 

The Pandemic in Nepal: Gender and Climate Change Perspective 

This session was addressed by Geeta Bhattrai Bastakoti, Gender, Social and Climate 

Change Adaptation Specialist, Community of Evaluators, Nepal. She spoke about the 

impact of the pandemic in Nepal, taking a gender and climate change perspective. She 

highlighted how women are a greater part of the agriculture workforce of the country 
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and have suffered from the concurrent crises 

of a changing climate and the COVID-19 

pandemic. The economic slowdown 

following the COVID-19 lockdowns have 

affected women the most in the country as it 

has affected the sale of agriculture produce 

and also access to non-farm subsistence 

jobs. 

There has also been an urgent issue of 

increase in domestic violence against 

women during the lockdowns. Food security 

has emerged to be a major challenge for women in the aftermath of the pandemic in 

Nepal. The financial agency of women has been disrupted due to the pandemic 

wherein they have been forced to borrow money from relatives and friends due to cash 

crisis and decreased remittances.  

Further, in year 2020 and 2021 with flood events there has been heavy displacement 

of population and loss of assets and loss of livestock and agriculture produce. The 

delayed relief responses in the lockdown situation further aggravated the hardship 

situations faced by the displaced communities. Women particularly aged, single, 

lactating, pregnant, infants, kids and marginalized population face challenges more 

due in these situations particularly because of the differentiated needs, support, and 

feeding requirements, environment as well as and safety needed by these groups of 

population. 

 

Session 5 

Conclusion and Way Ahead  

Ambassador (Dr.) Amarendra Khatua, 

Former Secretary, Government of India, 

Ministry Of External Affairs, New Delhi, 

India gave the concluding remarks and way 

ahead for this roundable. He reminded the 

participants that COVID-19 is not over yet 

and there can be no scope of complacency in 

our response and preparedness activities.  

Dr. Amarendra Khatua went on to highlight 

important policy issues at the national level 

such as the need for targeted interventions for achieving gender and poverty 
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alleviation outcomes. Similarly, at the multi-lateral level, the issue of vaccine 

apartheid wherein the poor countries of the global south have not received the 

adequate amount of vaccine doses to inoculate their citizens is also an important issue 

to grapple with. 

Dr. Amarendra Khatua spoke on the risk of concurrent crises which occurred in the 

country during the ongoing pandemic including Cyclone Amphan, Cyclone Tauktae, 

annual flooding in Assam, etc. He outlined that there are serious challenges that affect 

our pandemic response including the efficiency of government machinery, endemic 

corruption and the lack of social protection for migrant workers in the country. As a 

way ahead he exhorted community based NGOs and women’s organization to come 

forth and address these challenges. 

After Ambassador Khatua’s concluding remarks, Kshitij Gupta from AIDMI thanked 

the participants again for their participation and hoped that greater synergies and 

opportunities for collaboration can be leveraged amongst all concerned stakeholders in 

the coming months. 

 

C. Virtual Roundtable Photo 

 

D. Key Challenges of Intersectionality in South Asia 

Mihir Bhatt added up the discussion as follows: 

 low levels of awareness about the concept and its reality; 

 scattered involvement in research and pilot projects; 

 disperse experience of governance of intersectionality related projects; 

 erratic piloting or preparedness for addressing intersectionality. 
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E. Key Characteristics of Intersectionality in South Asia 

The panel agreed that: 

 In addition to race, class, and gender caste, disability, sexual orientation, 

causality of work, ownership of social assets, and social capital are added 

dimensions of intersectionality in South Asia. 

 Intersectionality plays out in South Asia beyond individuals and groups into 

guilds, panchayats, social alliances, and social networks. 

 In South Asia intersectionality must be examined beyond a top-down view of 

the interdependent systems. To develop a bottom up view of the 

intersectionality of the system is urgent. 

 In South Asia discrimination and disadvantages are not only because of the 

structures but are also because a range of generators, synchronisers, circuit 

builders, and transformer processes leading to disadvantages in society. 
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Download the recent issue of Southasiadisasters.net on 

COVID-19: The Missing Insights 

 

 

For further action or research information, please contact: 

Manish Patel 

knowingrisk@aidmi.org 

www.aidmi.org 

 

http://www.aidmi.org/sub-images/publication/COVID-19%20The%20Missing%20Insights.pdf
mailto:knowingrisk@aidmi.org
http://www.aidmi.org/

